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1 — Study to determine number of red snapper in Gulf of Mexico, Times Picayune, 11/24/17
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2017/11/study to determine number of r.html#fincart river index
A team of 21 scientists will conduct a study to estimate the number of red snapper in the U.S. waters of the Gulf of
Mexico. The panel of researchers from universities and state and federal agencies was convened by the Mississippi-
Alabama Sea Grant Consortium, and awarded $9.5 million in federal funds, The Sun Herald reported. The project will
receive another $2.5 million from the universities.

2 — S. African firm drops plan for $14 billion Lake Charles plant, Times Picayune, 11/24/17
htto://www.nola.com/business/index.ssf/2017/11/s african firm drops plan for.html#fincart river index

Low oil prices and a volatile market are prompting a South African energy and chemical company to drop plans for an
$11 billion to $14 billion U.S. plant in Mossville, just outside of Lake Charles, to convert natural gas to liquid fuels and
to pull out of Canadian shale. "Sasol will not invest in further greenfields gas-to-liquids projects,” the company said
Thursday in a news release posted on its website. Its current GTL plants "are generating good returns and cash flows,"
but new projects aren't worth it in the current market, the statement said.

3 — Tangle of oil pipelines adds to cost of barrier island restoration project, Times Picayune, 11/24/17
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2017/11/coastal restoration project re.html#fincart river index n
already expensive coastal restoration project needed an extra $2.2 million to deal with unexpected complexities
posed by a tangle of buried oil and gas pipelines. The state-led effort to rebuild East Timbalier Island, part of a chain
of barrier islands protecting marshlands in Terrebonne and Lafourche parishes, ran into an extensive network of
active and abandoned oil wells and pipelines, much of it poorly mapped.

4 — Mexico creates marine reserve around islands called 'Galapagos of North America’, Reuters, 11/24/17
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mexico-environment/mexico-creates-marine-reserve-around-islands-called-
galapagos-of-north-america-idUSKBN1D0O2ZMQ

Mexico’s government has created a marine park the size of lllinois in the Pacific, the largest ocean reserve in North
America for the conservation of giant rays, whales and turtles, including dozens of species endemic to the area.
Mexico’s President Enrique Pena Nieto designated on Friday the Revillagigedo Archipelago, located some 390 km (242
miles) southeast of the Baja California peninsula, as a national park.

5 — Keystone XL fight heading to courts, Chron, 11/21/17
htto://www.chron.com/business/energy/article/Keystone-XL-fight-heading-to-courts-12373781.php

When is a win not a win? When it promises to open up fertile new areas of potential litigation. That's the view of
Keystone XL's opponents after Nebraska regulators approved the project’s construction there, but mandated that it
follow an alternative route to TransCanada Corp.'s preferred path.
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6 — As Houston Moves On From Harvey, Scientists Dig In For The Long Haul, 11/22/17
htto://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/news/energy-environment/2017/11/26/252551/as-houston-moves-on-
from-harvey-scientists-dig-in-for-the-long-haul/

As Houston continues dealing with the impacts of Hurricane Harvey, officials are focused on how to bolster the city
against the next big storm. But alongside the forward-looking talk about a new reservoir or more cautious
development, there’s an effort underway to look back at the storm more closely. Scientists are just starting to explore
how Harvey changed the physical world around us.

7 — THEIR LIVES WERE UPENDED BY HARVEY, BUT THANKSGIVING GOES ON, Texas Standard, 11/23/17
http://www.texasstandard.org/stories/categories/energy-environment/

it’s Thanksgiving morning and if you're like most people, that probably means a football game on television, a turkey
in the oven and a gaggle of family members on the way. But for some Texans still displaced by Hurricane Harvey,
Thanksgiving this year doesn’t feel, ook, or even smell the same. An hour east of Houston, tucked behind the busy
highway is a large, well-kept neighborhood in Baytown, Texas. That’s where Jessica and David Vass live.

8 — Flood insurance reforms split Congress, and Louisiana lawmakers, as Dec. 8 expiration looms, Baton Rouge
Advocate, 11/21/17
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Black-smoke-from-recycling-plant-blaze-draws-fire-
12374950.phpripid=houstonhomepage

A heavy plume of black smoke billowing from a recycling plant near the Port of Houston drew fire crews to the scene
Tuesday afternoon.

9 — Agency draws 17 remarks on water, Ark. Democrat Gazette, 11/26/17
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2017/nov/26/agency-draws-17-remarks-on-water-201711/

Concerns about the Buffalo River and available data figured prominently in comments submitted to the state's
environmental agency about its amended plan to assess water bodies. The Arkansas Department of Environmental
Quality is reworking the guidelines it uses to determine if a body of water is impaired. Impaired water bodies are
reported to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

10 — ‘Limited impact’ seen near hog farm, Ark. Democrat Gazette, 11/27/17
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2017/nov/27/limited-impact-seen-near-hog-farm-400-0/

Researchers in the University of Arkansas System say the stream next to C&H Hog Farms in Newton County has
phosphorous and nitrogen levels akin to other similar streams in northern Arkansas. In a research letter published this
fall in Agricultural & Environmental Letters, researchers working on the Big Creek Research and Extension Team
examining C&H's environmental impact wrote their finding suggests "limited impact" of C&H on Big Creek. But longer-
term research is needed, they wrote.

11 — Nuclear plant strives to replace retiring workforce, Victoria Advocate, 11/26/17

https://www .victoriaadvocate.com/news/2017/nov/26/nuclear-plant-in-its-second-generation-of-families/

Years ago, a Palacios High School student told a packed auditorium about how science, technology, engineering and
math pigued her interest. Then-Gov. Rick Perry was in the audience to present the school with a check to encourage
other students' interest in the subjects.




12 EPA accepts new Arroyo watershed management plan, The Herald, 11/26/17
htto://www.brownsvilleherald.com/news/valley/epa-accepts-new-arroyo-watershed-management-

plan/article 161da8b8-d327-11e7-aead-db50f2bd0461 . html

A new and improved plan to protect the Arroyo Colorado watershed has won the approval of the Environmental
Protection Agency. The green-lighting by the EPA means the new study replaces one adopted in 2007 and will provide
a framework for cleaning up the heavily poliuted waterway, which also serves as a key flood-control feature for the
Rio GrandeValley.

13 Opponents of methane delay gather as lawmakers, industry reps disagree on Four Corners methane emissions,
Daily Times, 11/26/17
http://www.daily-times.com/story/money/industries/oil-gas/2017/11/26/opponents-methane-delay-gather-
lawmakers-industry-reps-disagree-four-corners-methane-emissions/867616001/

Discussions over a contentious rule regarding methane emissions flared up again over the past weeks as the Bureau
of Land Management ended a public comment period on an 18-month delay of a rule meant to curb emissions from
venting, flaring and leaks.

14 OPINION: How one Trump nominee combined environmental quality and economic development, Washington
Examiner, 11/27/17
htto://www.washingtonexaminer.com/how-one-trump-nominee-combined-environmental-guality-and-economic-
development/article/2641444

Throughout Kathleen Hartnett White's six-year tenure at the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and in
subsequent years thereafter, she has demonstrated thoughtful and effective regulatory insights and practice.
Kathleen has been nominated by President Trump to chair the White House Council on Environmental Quality, and
she is being questioned and challenged — not for her record, and not for her qualifications, but because she has
refused to define environmental quality and economic development as mutually exclusive.

15 Pharr to boast new water storage tank, The Herald, 11/26/17
http://www.brownsvilleherald.com/news/valley/pharr-to-boast-new-water-storage-tank/article a83228a6-d326-
11e7-9215-77501a072acc.htm!

The City of Pharr is making accommodations to grow with the addition of a water storage tank.

The Eldora Elevated Storage Water Tank, currently under construction, will allow the city to add more water meter
connections and have more water available as needed. The elevated tank will have a capacity of one million gallons
and is part of the city’s efforts to increase the water capacity to accommodate 10,000 additional connections and to
comply with standards set by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.

16 Meeting Seeks Public Comment On Draft Restoration Plan For Environmental Damage At Chevron/Questa Site,
Daily Post, 11/27/17

http://www ladailypost.com/content/meeting-seeks-public-comment-draft-restoration-plan-environmental-damage-
chevrongquesta-site

State and federal trustees will host a public meeting 5:30-7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 29, at the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 7688, 2597 State Highway 522 in Questa, to discuss the recently finalized Draft Restoration Plan and
Environmental Assessment {“Draft RP/EA”) for the Chevron Mining Inc, Questa Mine (“Site”). The Draft RP/EA was
finalized recently by the New Mexico Office of Natural Resources Trustee (ONRT), the United States Department of
Agriculture (represented by the Forest Service), and the United States Department of the Interior (represented by the
Fish and Wildlife Service and Bureau of Land Management), (collectively, the “Trustees”).




17 New websites help fight 2 environmental problems, Daily Comet, 11/26/17
htto://www.dailycomet.com/news/20171126/new-websites-help-fight-2-environmental-problems

LSU researchers have launched websites to help track, study and control two environmental problems affecting
Terrebonne, Lafourche and much of Louisiana. Both are caused by invasive organisms:

18 Owasso resident, organization win KOB environmental excellence awards, Tulsa World, 11/27/17
htto://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/owasso/news/communitynews/owasso-resident-organization-win-kob-
environmental-excellence-awards/article 74961a5f-296e-5038-a3bd-d2f4500482a5.html

Owasso resident Patricia Hardy and the Owasso Strong Neighborhood Initiative (OSNI) have been recognized by Keep
Oklahoma Beautiful (KOB) for their outstanding efforts in beautifying the community. On Saturday, Nov. 18, KOB
hosted its 27th annual Environmental Excellence Celebration, which celebrates the work of governments, businesses,
organizations and individuals doing their part to keep Oklahoma beautiful.

19 Scott Pruitt on a mission to change the culture of the EPA, KSDK, 11/26/17

htto://www ksdk.com/article/news/nation-now/scott-pruitt-on-a-mission-to-change-the-culture-of-the-epa/465-
65ed271b-d6eb-4165-88d0-caceect42d2{?scroll=0

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt isn’t just dismantling the Clean Power Plan and other high-profile environmental
programs of the Obama era. He’s on a mission to re-engineer the agency’s culture by returning power to states and
away from the Washington bureaucrats and coastal elites he said have led it astray.
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Study to determine number of red
shapper in Gulf of Mexico

Updated Nov 24;
Posted Nov 24

A study will estimate the number of
red snapper in the Gulf of Mexico.
(NOLA.com | The Times-Picayune)
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By The Associated Press

OCEAN SPRINGS, Miss. -- A team of 21 scientists will
conduct a study to estimate the number of red snapper in
the U.S. waters of the Gulf of Mexico.

The panel of researchers from universities and state and
federal agencies was convened by the Mississippi-Alabama
Sea Grant Consortium, and awarded $9.5 million in federal
funds, The Sun Herald reported. The project will receive
another $2.5 million from the universities.

U.S. Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross highlighted the
important of access to and long-term sustainability of red
snapped to Gulf communities.

"American communities across the Gulf of Mexico depend
on their access to, as well as the longterm sustainability of,
red snapper,” Ross said in a statement announcing the
formation of the team. "l look forward to the insights this
project will provide as we study and manage this valuable
resource.”

Area fishermen have long criticized federal estimates of red
snapper, saying they result in unnecessarily short seasons.

Project leader Greg Stunz of Texas A&M University-Corpus
Christi, says the scientists hope to work with local
fishermen.
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"We've assembled some of the best red snapper scientists
around for this study,” Stunz said. "The team members
assembled through this process are ready to address this
challenging research question. There are lots of
constituents who want an independent abundance estimate
that will be anxiously awaiting our findings."

Members of the research team also include Sean P. Powers
of the University of South Alabama and Dauphin Island Sea
Lab; James Cowan of Louisiana State University; Matthew
Catalano of Auburn University; Marcus Drymon of
Mississippi State University; Brett Falterman of the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries; Robert Leaf
of the University of Southern Mississippi; and Eric Saillant of
the University of Southern Mississippi, among others.

Several Floridians are also part of the team, including Will
Patterson, Robert Ahrens and Vincent Lecours of the
University of Florida; Kevin Boswell, Florida International
University; and Steven Murawski of the University of South
Florida.
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S. African firm drops plan for $14 billion
Lake Charles plant
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By The Associated Press

Low oil prices and a volatile market are prompting a South
African energy and chemical company to drop plans for an
$11 billion to $14 billion U.S. plant in Mossville, just outside
of Lake Charles, to convert natural gas to liquid fuels and to
pull out of Canadian shale.

"Sasol will not invest in further greenfields gas-to-liquids
projects,” the company said Thursday in a news release
posted on its website. Its current GTL plants "are
generating good returns and cash flows," but new projects
aren't worth it in the current market, the statement said.
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S. African firm drops plan for $14 billion Lake Charles plant | NOLA.com

The company had announced in January that it was
delaying final investment plans for the plant near Lake
Charles because of a collapse in world oil prices.

"l hate to see ... that the gas to liquids project is not being
able to happen,” but it's a minor setback in $100 billion in
development across southwest Louisiana, said Calcasieu
Parish Police Juror Hal McMillin. He said that includes an
$11.1 billion ethane cracker being built by Sasol, which has
an ethylene plant, an alumina plant and an alcohol plant
operating in the area.

The ethane cracker will turn a component of natural gas into
ethylene, used in the chemical industry. State officials have
said it is expected to create 500 permanent jobs, with
construction jobs peaking at 5,000.

"Sasol is still doing a number of great things in southwest
Louisiana,” said McMillin, who worked for 23 years at a plant
originally owned by Conoco, then by Vista, and now by
Sasol.
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Sasol says it will sell its shale assets in Canada's Montney
Basin because a review of more than half its global assets
found Canadian shale gas to be "non-core."

"The majority of the company's assets will be retained and
clear improvement actions have been defined for each,” it
said.

Story by Janet McConnaughey, Associated Press staff
writer.
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Tangle of oil pipelines adds to cost of
barrier island restoration project
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By Tristan Baurick, tbaurick@nola.com,

NOLA.com | The Times-Picayune

An already expensive coastal restoration project needed an
extra $2.2 million to deal with unexpected complexities
posed by a tangle of buried oil and gas pipelines.

The state-led effort to rebuild East Timbalier Island, part of
a chain of barrier islands protecting marshlands in
Terrebonne and Lafourche parishes, ran into an extensive
network of active and abandoned oil wells and pipelines,
much of it poorly mapped.

"It looks like a spiderweb of lines,"” said Kenneth Bahlinger,
the project’'s manager.
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The long and narrow island, about 35 miles southeast of
Houma, has one of the highest erosion rates on the
Louisiana coast, losing about 70 feet per year in recent
decades. lts loss would expose fragile wetlands and
hundreds of oil wells in Terrebonne and Timbalier bays to
hurricanes and storm surges. The island also protects Port
Fourchon, a key land link for many offshore oil and gas
facilities.

Since the early 1990s, about $11.2 million has been spent
restoring dunes and marshes on the 150-acre island. Now
the state Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority is
planning a more ambitious project, spending about $160
million to rebuild the island with sand mined from Ship
Shoal, a vast sandbank under the Gulf. The two-year project
will re-create about 460 acres of marsh and dune.

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, a Washington,
D.C. environmental nonprofit group, had already contributed
$5.6 million to jump-start the project's planning and
engineer work. This month, it agreed to a CPRA request to
add another $2.2 million to cover "engineering and design
complexities resulting from the significant oil and gas
infrastructure present at the site.”
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The island has been heavily used by the oil and gas industry
for decades. Once the property of various oil companies,
the island is now owned by the state, but production is still
underway through state oil leases.

East Timbalier likely has more oil flowlines than any other
barrier island on the Louisiana coast, Bahlinger said. The
island and the waters around it have about 150 oil and gas
wells, according to records maintained by the state
Department of Natural Resources.

Some of the pipelines and wells are active, some are
abandoned. Ownership of the infrastructure is spread
across several companies, many of which shut down or were
bought up by bigger companies a long time ago.

"To track ownership, we had to go to the courthouses and
parishes that keep the old records,” Bahlinger said.

The density of pipelines means CPRA can't dredge or dike
the area, as it has on similar restoration projects. Doing so
might cause an oil spill, fouling an area they're trying to
restore.

"There'll be no digging because of the pipelines,"” Bahlinger
said. "We don't want to take any chances.”
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In September, a contractor restoring another barrier island
- Chenier Ronquille Island on the edge of Barataria Bay -
accidentally cut a pipeline, releasing 5,250 gallons of crude
oil. It's this sort of problem Bahlinger hopes to avoid.

The foundation's contribution to the East Timbalier project
is part of the money paid by BP and oil rig owner
Transocean to settle criminal cases over the 2010
Deepwater Horizon oil disaster. About $1.27 billion of the
settlement was paid into the foundation's Gulf
Environmental Benefit Fund for use on barrier island
restoration and river diversion projects in Louisiana.

In a statement, Thomas Kelsch, one of the fund's managers,
said it's "not uncommon” for the foundation to receive
requests for additional money, particularly for projects that
"encounter conditions that were not originally anticipated.”

Kelsch called East Timbalier "one of the most complex
barrier island restoration projects to date.”

CPRA plans to tap the fund for much or all of the project.
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Gov. John Bel Edwards issued a statement praising CPRA
for acquiring the additional $2.2 million.

"This is another significant step to help advance this
important project as part of Louisiana's continuing efforts to
restore our coast from damages caused by the BP oil spill,”
he said.

CPRA plans to begin work on East Timbalier early next year.
Completion is slated for sometime in 2020.

Tristan Baurick covers Louisiana's coastal environment for
NOLA.com | The Times-Picayune. Email: tbaurick@nola.com
* Twitter: @tristanbaurick * Facebook: Tristan Baurick and
Louisiana Coastal Watch.
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xico creates marine reserve around islands called
'‘Galapagos of North America’
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Reuters Staff

MEXICO CITY (Reuters) - Mexice’s government has created a marine park the size of [linois
in the Pacific, the largest ocean reserve in North America for the conservation of giant rays,

whales and turtles, including dozens of species endemic to the area.

Mexico’s President Enrique Pena Nieto designated on Friday the Revillagigedo Archipelago,
located some 390 km (242 miles) southeast of the Baja California peninsula, as a national

park.

The four volcanic islands that make up the Revillagigedo Archipelago and the surrounding
waters are home to hundreds of species of animals and plants, including rays, humpback

whales, sea turtles, lizards and migratory birds.
The archipelago is sometimes known as the Galapagos of North America, in reference to the
volcanic Ecuadorean islands whose abundance of endemic species inspired biologist Charles

Darwin,

The 148,000 square kilometers (57,143 square miles) area is a breeding ground for

commercially fished species such as tuna and sierra.

https://www reuters.com/article/us-mexco-environment/mexico-creates-marine-reserve-around-islands-called-galapag os-of-north-america-idUSKBN 1 DO2MQ 1/4
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Now all fishing activities will be prohibited, as well as the construction of hotel infrastructure

on the islands.

The Environment Ministry and Navy “will carry out surveillance, equipment and training
activities that will include remote monitoring in real time, environmental education divected at

fishermen and sanctions against offenders,” said Pena Nieto.

The creation of the marine park is expected to help recover fish populations hit hard by
commercial fishing and was praised by the World Wildlife Fund and British billionaire Richard

Branson.

Reporting by Anthony Esposito; Editing by Lisa Shumaker

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.
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Keystone XL fight heading to courts

Meenal Vamburkar and Andrew Harris Published 6:40 am, Tuesday, November 21, 2017

IMAGE 1 OF 3

When is a win not a win?

When it promises to open up fertile new areas of potential litigation. That's the view of
Keystone XL's opponents after Nebraska requlators approved the project's construction

there, but mandated that it follow an alternative route to TransCanada Corp.'s preferred
path.

Because the new route wasn't vetted at the same level as the original, foes believe it will

let them challenge the project in ways they couldn't before, further delaying construction
that's been on the drawing boards since 2008.

RELATED: Nebraska commission approves Kevstone XL
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Itis "an incredible victory,” said Brian Jorde, an attorney for landowners who have
opposed the project for seven years, in a telephone interview. The regulators approved a

route the company said was inferior, according to Jorde. "They won nothing,” he said.

The Nebraska Public Service Commission approved TransCanada's project on a three-
to-two vote, removing one of the last hurdles to the Calgary-based company's
construction of the $8 billion, 1,179-mile (1,897-kilometer) conduit. The adjusted route,

though, created new complications.

The biggest may be that the last-minute change deprived landowners along the
alternative route of due process to argue their case before the state commission, said
Katie Bays, an analyst at Height Securities LLC in Washington.

Due Process

"By making this a due process issue, you can involve a federal court,” Bay said in a
telephone interview, adding, "l think that's the goal. If you can make it a federal issue,

you have possibly a chance of a more favorable panel.”

Parties have 30 days to file an appeal in Nebraska, said Bold Alliance, an environmental
advocacy group opposing the project, in a statement. They may also petition the PSC for

a rehearing within 10 days of the decision.

The State Department is reviewing the extent of the Nebraska route changes with an eye
toward potential impacts to its March 24 presidential permit authorizing the
construction of pipeline facilities at the U.S.-Canadian border in Montana. In an emailed
statement, the State Department called the Nebraska Public Service Commission's

decision "another step in this process” of authorizing Keystone XL.

Substantive changes could trigger new environmental analysis, required under federal
law. The State Department previously prolonged the federal government’'s examination
of the project, after a February 2014 ruling by a district court threw the route through
Nebraska into doubt.

Tom Steyer, the billionaire environmentalist and Democratic mega donor, said the

Nebraska approval "is going to turn out to be an incredibly stupid decision.” He called
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Keystone XL "a dangerous pipeline in terms of leaks.”

Formal Decision

With Nebraska's go-ahead in hand, TransCanada still must formally decide whether to
proceed with construction on the line, which would send crude from Hardisty, Alberta,
through Montana and South Dakota to Nebraska, where it will connect to pipelines

leading to U.S. Gulf Coast refineries.

The company's open season for gauging producers' interest closed late last month, and
TransCanada executives have indicated that they've secured enough shipping

commitments to make the project commercially worthwhile.

Still, TransCanada's Russ Girling was less than effusive in support of the decision. The
company is now "assessing how the decision would impact the cost and schedule of the

project” Girling, the company’s chief executive officer, said in a statement.

The uncertainty expressed by Girling was quickly reflected in analyst notes. While a new
route is unlikely to add significant costs, it's unclear what delays the change in route

may spur, Barclays Capital analysts led by Paul Cheng said in a research report.

"Given uncertainty as to what this implies in terms of project cost and timeline, as well
as the high probability of additional legal delays, we think that, while the ruling is clearly
a necessary step in the right direction, there will still be a lack of certainty surrounding

the project for some time,” the note said.

No Certainty

Gavin MacFarlane, a vice president at Moody's Investors Service, was more
straightforward: The decision, he wrote in a note, "does not provide certainty that the

project will ultimately be built and begin operating.”

Prior to Monday's vote, Commissioner Crystal Rhoades hinted at the challenges ahead
in announcing she would oppose the project. The alternative route needed more study
on both the state and federal level, she said, and it failed to give landowners along that

different path the ability to address the commission. As an example, she said Nebraska's
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Department of Environmental Quality didn't analyze the alternative route at all in its
2013 report.

"It is clear” TransCanada "never intended it to be considered,” Rhoades said.

The commissioners who supported the route change said it would impact fewer
threatened and endangered species, fewer wells, less irrigated cropland, and that it

included one less river crossing.

Additionally, they wrote, "it is in the public interest for the pipelines to be in closer
proximity to each other, so as to maximize monitoring resources and increase the

efficiency of response times” with "issues that may arise with either pipeline.”

The decision came just days after a major spill on TransCanada's existing Keystone line
in South Dakota on Thursday sparked new attacks by environmentalists who pointed to

the event as something Nebraska could expect if the project was approved.

In its post-hearing brief, TransCanada told the panel its "preferred route was the
product of literally years of study, analysis and refinement by Keystone, federal agencies
and Nebraska agencies,” and that no alternate route, even one paralleling the Keystone

mainline as the approved path does, was truly comparable.
One economic argument for the pipeline has been growing in just the last two years.

Producers in the Alberta oil sands region and elsewhere in Western Canada are facing
pipeline bottlenecks, forcing increased volumes onto rail cars. Since rail is a more
expensive form of transport, heavy Canadian crude prices will need to trade at a bigger

discount to West Texas Intermediate futures.

That discount widened to more than $15 a barrel Monday from less than $10 in August.
Keystone XL construction, along with Kinder Morgan Inc.'s Trans Mountain expansion
and Enbridge Inc.'s Line 3 expansion, could narrow the gap to less than $10 by early
next decade, Tim Pickering, chief investment officer at Auspice Capital Advisors Ltd.,

said in a telephone interview.

The pipeline may also be more commercially viable given declining heavy oil production

in Mexico and ongoing instability in Venezuela, said Zachary Rogers, a refining and oil
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markets research analyst at Wood Mackenzie, said in a statement. Canadian producers

are an alternate source of heavy crude for U.S. Gulf Coast refiners.

Brett Harris, a spokesman for Calgary-based Cenovus Energy Inc., a committed oil-
sands shipper on the proposed pipeline, said the approval "is in the best interest of the
industry, best interest of Canada and the best interest of the U.S. as well. We are pleased

1o see that decision.”

Dennis McConaghy, former executive vice president of corporate development at
TransCanada, said he believes the company has secured the volume needed to make
the project economically viable. He expect senior management to announce they will go
ahead with the project by year's end with construction by the later half of 2019, he said.

Completion of the line would come a couple years later.

But McConaghy added, "there is no question there is going to be all kinds of legal

obstruction that will be resorted to by opponents.”

Nebraska's decision overrode the objections of environmental groups, Native American
tribes and landowners along the pipeline's prospective route. The project had the
support of the state's governor, Republican Pete Ricketts, its chamber of commerce,

trade unions and the petroleum industry.

"The PSC followed a transparent and fair process as they made their decision,” Ricketts
said in a statement. "While TransCanada'’s preferred route was not selected, |
understand that the company is reviewing the PSC's decision, and hope that they bring

this job-creating project to Nebraska.”

Attached Media

© 2017 Hearst Communications, Inc.
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As Houston Moves On From Harvey, Scientists Dig In For The
Long Hau

Aitlions of dollars In grants are going to Harvey-related research projects that are just getting underway

TRAVIS BUBENIK | NOVEMBER 38, 2077, 7:00 AM
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Travis Bubenik
Lisa Montameyor, with the Houston Health Department, conducts water quality sampling in Brays Bayou.

0004 O35

As Houston continues dealing with the impacts of Hurricane Harvey, officials are focused on how to bolster the city against the next big si

But alongside the forward-looking talk about a new reservoir or more cautious development, there's an effort underway to look back at the
more closely. Scientists are just starting to explore how Harvey changed the physical world around us.

Off a busy road near the Texas Medical Center, Lisa Montemayor with the city's health department is collecting water samples. She reacl
a bridge and lowers what looks like a big thermometer into Brays Bayou.

“It's going to give us the temperature, the pH, the dissolved oxygen,” she explained.

ft will be a couple days to a week before the lab results on the water samples she gathered come back, giving her a picture of the bayou’
quality. Still, Montemayor said researchers do have a basic understanding of the storm’s overall impact.

“The most consistent issue we saw across the city were high bacteria levels, specifically high E. coli levels,” she said. “And we saw those
several weeks in some of our bayous, and in other bayous we saw a return back to normal levels after a few days.”
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Lisa Montameyor, with the Houston Health Department, conducts water quality sampling in Brays Bayou.

There is still plenty that researchers don't yet know.
For example, the city still needs to review test results from pollution sampling near industrial areas and a couple contaminated “Superfun

“We just want to make sure that we didn't have any breaches of linings or reason to be concerned about contaminants leaking from those
Montemayor said.

State and federal regulators have said only the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund raised major concerns after the storm.

The degree to which Harvey spread pollution is among the many issues scientists are looking into. The National Science Foundationrec
awarded millions of dollars in grants for researchers to study everything from the impact on sediment and fish in Galveston Bay, to the tox
stormwater runoff.

The University of Houston’s Hanadi Rifai is among those who sprang into action while the city was still flooded.
“We started literally a couple days after [the] hurricane ended,” she said.
The new funding is allowing her team to look for signs of highly-toxic pollution that might have flowed into the city's bayous.

“We’'re looking at things like the presence of metals, we’re looking at things like the presence of industrial pollutants, like polychlorinated
biphenyls and dioxins,” she said. “That's really the longer-term, it stays in the sediment for a long, long time.”

The way Rifai describes it, this kind of research can help reveal some of Harvey's impacts that might otherwise be hard to notice.

“The spills and leaks and releases that occur during these events, they always leave a footprint behind that is longer-lasting than the storn
other effects from the storm,” she said.

“I think the information that we have right now is just the tip of the iceberg,” said Lisa Gonzalez, CEO of the Houston Advanced Research
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According to the center, Harvey created a “legacy of health concerns” that will “linger for years to come.” Toxins, viruses and bacteria wer

found in the floodwaters, along with millions of gallons of untreated sewage.

The storm’s flooding was unprecedented, which raises the question of whether the environmental fallout will be as well. The Guif Coast he
adapted to extremes, Gonzalez said, but the region’s ever-growing population and development makes for a blurry future.

“These ecosystems that have been altered, re-engineered, stressed — do they still have the ability to adapt, and be resilient, to these type
disturbances?” Gonzalez wondered.

As scientists continue their work, she noted that they are also keeping in mind how the environment might react to a “new normal” of more
extreme weather.

Travis Bubenik

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT REPORTER
\‘\\Q\:Z

Travis Bubenik reports on the tangled intersections of energy and the environment in Houston and across Texas. A Hi
native and proud Longhorn, he returned to the Bayou City after serving as the Morning Edition Host & Reporter for Mz
Public Radio in Far West Texas. Bubenik was previously the...
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Texas Researchers Find Harmful Bacteria In Groundwater Near Natural Gas Wells

Will The ‘Digital Oilfield’ Still Need Roughnecks?
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Marissa Cummings/Houston Public Media

David and Jessica Vass say thelr Thankasgiving celebration will be scaled back this year, since
many of thelr possessions are in storages. The couple’s home in Baviown was damaged by
Hurricane Harvew
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Flood insurance reforms split Congress, and Louisiana
lawmakers, as Dec. 8 expiration looms

BY BRYN STOLE | BSTOLE@THEADVOCATE.COM NOV 26, 2017 - 2:07 PM

Aerial of severe flooding of the Comite River near Zachary in East . Buy Now
Baton Rouge Parish on Sunday August 14, 2016.
Advocate file photo by BILL FEIG < p>

Bryn Stole

WASHINGTON — After months of grinding negotiations over the future of the National Flood Insurance Program, lawmakers return

to Capitol Hill on Monday with less than two weeks before the program expires.
Despite progress in the U.S. House of Representatives before Congress split town for its Thanksgiving break, deep and longstanding
divisions remain over the federal program, which is heavily in debt and now facing billions in claims from victims of a spate of

destructive hurricanes this year.

Members of Congress and those keeping a close eye on the flood insurance debate are increasingly expecting the Dec. 8 deadline
to come and go without a comprehensive, long-term reauthorization for the program.

Story Continued Below
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Instead, most are now hoping for a shorter deal to temporarily extend the program — possibly for six months or a year — to buy more

time for negotiations on a more comprehensive set of reforms.

That's what Congress did in September with a three-month reauthorization. Lawmakers at the time said they hoped to pull

together a deal by December — but there's now little indication theyre much closer, despite the House vote.

Senators have shown little interest in taking up a flood insurance bill passed on Nov. 14 by their colleagues in the House. The bill
was the product of a hard-fought compromise between House Majority Whip Steve Scalise, R-Jefferson, and Rep. Jeb Hensarling, R~

Texas, a fiscal hawk and the bill's primary author.

Steve Scalise strikes deal with key congressman on National Flood Insurance
Program'’s future

"It's a good start," said Sen. John Kennedy, R-Madisonville, "But I think we (in the Senate) can do better in terms of helping the

average policyholder”

Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-Baton Rouge, called the House's bill "a step in the right direction” but didn't indicate any plans to support it in

the Senate.

Both Cassidy and Kennedy are co-authors of separate bills currently sitting in committee. The committee chairman, Republican
Sen. Mike Crapo of Idaho, also authored a third NFIP reauthorization bill.

But there's been little public indication of progress toward passing a bill so far in the Senate. A jammed December schedule — with
frenzied negotiations over GOP-backed tax cuts and a spending deal needed to avoid a government shutdown — might make it

difficult to hammer out a sweeping deal on the program.

Caitlin Berni, vice president of policy and communications for Greater New Orleans Inc., viewed House passage of the billas a

positive sign toward a full reauthorization that'd be kind to Louisiana homeowners.

"Coming out of the House, we always knew we were going to have to get the bill to the least-bad position possible because of the
position (Hensarling) has had on the NFIP,’ Berni said, whose group helped organize a coalition to lobby on flood insurance issues.

"We've got a much friendlier position toward policyholders in the Senate and I think we'll get a good package.”
Earlier drafts of Hensarling's bill would've immediately jacked up rates for homeowners whose properties had flooded more than
once in the past while booting others from the program. Hensarling, a longtime critic of the NFIP, has denounced its current

structure as fiscally unsustainable.

The proposals sparked concern from many in Louisiana and other flood-prone areas, where property owners depend heavily on

the program.

Many in Louisiana pay below-market rates for flood insurance coverage under a provision known as "grandfathering,” which bases

premiurns on a building's flood risk at the time of construction instead of accounting for rising risks since.

Scalise's deal with Hensarling softened a number of the bill's provisions, especially those aimed at muitiple-loss properties —

buildings that've flooded more than once.
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The revised bill passed by the House would strip grandfathered rates after two future claims, with rates then rising 10 percent per

year until hitting the current risk-rate. A third claim would see rates ratchet up at 15 percent per year.

Hensarling’s original bill would have counted all past NFIP claims — including those filed by prior owners decades ago — against a

property’s grandfathered status and hiked rates faster.

Many homes in south Louisiana have already flooded at least once in the past, including tens of thousands of homes in Hurricane

Katrina and last year's Baton Rouge-area floods.
But despite the concessions won by Scalise, the deal split Louisiana's congressional delegation. Half the state's six congressmen —

Reps. Garret Graves, R-Baton Rouge, Cedric Richmond, D-New Orleans, and Ralph Abraham, R-Alto — voted against the bill because

of its impact on homeowners.

Louisiana Congressional delegation united in skirmishes over National Flood
Insurance Program

"This bill pays for the program on the backs of those who have played by the rules without making strong enough reforms to

increase participation and mitigate flood risk,” Abraham said.

Graves, who also testified at a House hearing against the bill, said the bill's reforms to the flood insurance program would do little to

shore up the NFIP's finances but would end up hitting Louisiana homeowners hard.

"I hope the Senate eviscerates this bill)’ Graves said. "It's awful policy from a financial perspective and a fairness perspective,

especially to Louisiana

Graves and a number of other flood insurance advocates have pushed to expand the program’s pool of policyholders as a way of

broadening the insurance risk pool and bringing in more premium dollars to pay claims.
The House bill would do the opposite, Graves said, by jacking up rates to unaffordable levels.

Graves also said a comprehensive reform of the program should include far more money for flood-prevention and mitigation work,

something the congressman said would end up paying for itself by avoiding future claims.

Including money for levee projects and other flood mitigation work, however, would likely require a much broader effort in

Congress because separate committees have authority over the NFIP and agencies like FEMA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

How to handle grandfathered properties has long been a core conundrum for those looking to reform the program. The subsidized,

below-risk rates mean premiums for grandfathered properties are unlikely to fully cover the odds of a claim.

The 2012 Biggert-Waters Flood Reform Act had targeted grandfathered rates for elimination with a number of mechanisms

designed to hike premiums to reflect a property's actual risk of flooding.

But the jaw-dropping potential premium increases some homeowners began to see — including many in south Louisiana —

prompted outrage and Congress largely scrapped the Biggert-Waters reforms before they went into effect.

In a floor speech against the latest reform bill, Richmond said the legislation passed by the House was better than Biggert-Waters —
but still not good enough.
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"We were talking about paying 20 percent of the value of your home in flood insurance every year,' he said. "It was going to cause
more families to turn in the keys to their house and just give their homes back to the mortgage company or declare bankruptcy so

they can just get by’

Some fiscal conservatives like Hensarling have railed against the NFIP as an unsustainable government handout. A number of
environmentalists, meanwhile, have argued that the NFIP's subsidized rates encourage people to build — and rebuild — in wetlands

and other high-risk areas.

But while hiking premiums and booting folks out of the program might improve the program's balance sheet going forward, it'd

have a potentially devastating impact on homeowners in high-risk areas.

In Louisiana, roughly 500,000 homeowners pay grandfathered, below-risk rates, said Rick Haase, president of the New Orleans-

based real estate company Latter & Blum.

Some of those families would find themselves unable to afford to stay in their homes if their flood-insurance premiums rose to risk

levels, said Haase, but they'd be in a potential bind when they turned around and tried to sell.
Dramatically higher premiums — or no access to NFIP coverage at all — would significantly decrease a home's value, Haase said. For
homeowners with mortgages and little equity, a sudden change to NFIP rates could leave them underwater, owing more to the bank

than the home is worth.

"When you talk about the impact on Louisiana property owners, it's the equity that’s been building up for years that can be

destroyed very quickly,' said Haase. "You're talking about destroying significant portions of a person’s net worth.”"

Haase said one of his key concerns about reforms to the NFIP is how quickly grandfathered rates might rise. Rapid hikes, Haase
said, would wipe out home values quicker and potentially leave some people trapped, unable to afford the premiums and unable sell
their homes for the amount they still owe.

For some coastal communities in Louisiana, it could also spell a slow doom.

"If this isn't handled right, you'll see a slow and steady migration out of (a high-risk) community,’ Haase said. "In the long run, the

people who can afford to leave will leave. It's the slow creation of new ghost towns.

For most of Louisiana's lawmakers, eliminating grandfathered rates also goes against a sense of fairness. Most grandfathered homes

were built at or above what FEMA considered a safe elevation at the time.

The risk of flooding has risen for many homes in south Louisiana for a variety of factors — coastal erosion, wetlands development,

new construction and global warming.

With cash running dry for National Flood Insurance Program, Congress clears
billions in debt relief
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Graves, in an interview just before the Thanksgiving break, argued that, because those changes aren't a homeowner's fault, it'd be

fundamentally unfair to wipe out their home equity and hit them with much higher premiums.

Doing so, several Louisiana members of Congress have argued, would be like changing the rules in the middle of a game.

"When you have people who played by the rules, bought the home of their dreams, you don’t change the rules halfway to say, ‘Hey,
we know this was the rule when you bought the house but now it's changed and all of a sudden that $500 in insurance you pay a

month is now $1,500," said Richmond. "That's not responsible, that’s not fair."

Instead, Louisiana lawmakers have pitched ideas for bringing in more policyholders to the program, including stepping up

enforcement of rules requiring homeowners in high-risk flood areas with federally backed mortgages to buy coverage.

Kennedy's bill would slash the fees paid to companies who sell and manage policies, while both Louisiana senators want to improve

mapping to better reflect flood risk.

FOLLOW BRYN STOLE ON TWITTER, @BRYNSTOLE.
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Agency draws 17 remarks on water

Analysis of rivers, lakes reassessed

By Emily Wallenhorst
This article was published November 26, 2017 at 3:53 a.m.
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Concerns about the Buffalo River and available data figured prominently in comments submitted to
the state's environmental agency about its amended plan to assess water bodies.

The Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality is reworking the guidelines it uses to
determine if a body of water is impaired. Impaired water bodies are reported to the U.S,
Environmental Protection Agency.

Public comments regarding the department’s draft for its methodology were accepted through
Nov. 13. Departiment officials will respond to the comments when they finalize the mathodology.

The department received 17 comments from 16 people and groups. Many asked the department o
clarify portions of the document, to define phrases, and to provide rationale and formulas for
certain portions, Many also expressed concern that the department’s methodology would ignore
data that respondents thought should be considered, or not account for issues that have occurred
an the Buffalo River and its watershed.

Before the comment period, the department held six public meetings with 23 stakeholders --
including conservation, government and industry groups -- to discuss the assessment methodology
and what stakeholders wanted to be included as part of it.

The department issued its draft in the fall. It includes many changes for clarity and consistency
with regulations, and rules on data that will be considered. it also includes for the first time a
method for analyzing continuous data, which come from frequent sampling. Previously, the
methodology contained only protocol for analyzing more occasional sampling.

The National Park Service and the Arkansas Department of Health noted in their comments that
the “data assembly” portion of the methodology appears to omit existing data that they consider
potentially valuabe,

The Health Department takes samples monthly, but the proposed changes would require that it
sample more, the agency said.

“The Bepartment of Health's bactericiogical data is a consistent data source that significantly
contributes to understand water quality in Arkansas and, for that reason, should be included in
the assessment of impairment,” Lyle Godfrey, the Health Department’s technical support chief,
wrote in the agency’s comments,

The Department of Environmental Quality indicated that a data set of monthly samples could still
be used if combined with another data set to create eight samples within a five-month period.

In comments, the National Park Service also expressed a concern that, under the methodology,
algal blooms on the Buffalo River over the past two summers should mean that the riveris
designated as impaired,
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The Buffalo River Watershed Aliance said the current and proposed methodology doesn't consider
algal blooms, specifically. That's because the nutrients -- phosphorus and nitrogen -- that cause

algae are not reported at a numeric level,

The aliance recommended that the state develop numeric standards for nutrients statewide. The

World War il fighter fier,

standards currently exist only for a portion of Beaver Lake. west Little Rock developer

Several other Arkansas residents expressed concern for the Buffalo River, but many failed to dies at 96

specifically address the assessment methodology and the department considered them to be "out

Three killed in medical
helicopter crash in
Arkansas

of scope.”

People also expressed concern about whether the department's methodology is in accordance
with water anti-degradation requiremenis and its own anti-degradation policy.

Anti-degradation, required under the Clean Water Act, is intended to prevent waters of higher Man who raped woman in

Morth Little Rock as teen
challenges fairness of...

ecological value from degrading any further than they currently are. Arkansas has an anti-
degradation policy but is one of only two states with no formalimplementation plan for it.

The Mational Park ervice exprassed concern that tributaries to waterways like the Buffalo River
Arkansas death row inmate

who killed young girl dies

are not held to high enough standards because the state lacks an anti-degradation plan, that the
department should support the protection of the existing conditions of a water body and that the

department should err on the side of caution with certain sensitive water bodies untit it develops after being found...

and implements an anti-degradation plan.

The National Park Service also noted that certain phrases in the methodology on how a final
TEOYRDRTNG
determination will be made suggest that the department will inject subjectivity into its analysis. SHOPPING

The EPA raised saveral questions about how data would be considered and argued against the Arkansas Daily Deal
state departrnent’s proposal to combine data sets taken during certain seasons, saying it was "

“diluting the data set.”

The EPA, and others who commented, argued that waters that appeared to be impaired but Deals

needed more data to confirm it should be listed as impaired and not among the waters that

Autos

already have alternative poliution controls in place, as the department proposes.

Some comments expressed a desire for the department to use the conclusions of a scientist who
did research in the 1980s for Arkansas to inform the methodology.

A few responses, including from the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, noted that the Resl Estate
depariment’s assessment methodology draft still includes changes for the maximum amount a

water body can exceed the standards to still be considered in attainment of water quality
standards.

Mew more homes
The department has asked to change the threshold for exceeding minerals levels from 10 percent

of the time to 25 percent of the time, while the EPA has not approved the change.
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‘Limited impact’ seen near hog farm

By Edly Walkenborst
This article was published today at 1:00 a.m.
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Researchers in the University of Arkansas System say the stream next to C&H Hog Farms in Newton
County has phosphorous and nitrogen kevels akin to other similar streams in northern Arkansas.

In a research letter published this fall in Agricultural & Environmental Letters, researchers working
on the Big Creek Research and Extension Team examining C&H's environmenial impact wrote their
finding suggests "limited impact” of CiH on Big Creek. But longer-term research is needed, they
wrote,

The Big Creek Research and Extension Team continues to study Big Creek near C&H using state
moneay. It is formed out of the University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture. The team has
been conducting the study since 2013,

in the meantime, any new medium or large hog farms are banned in the Buffalo River's watershed
until at least 2020, pending the outcome of the research.

Critics of the Big Creek Research and Extension Team have argued the sampling has not been
robust enough to measure C&H's impact and that the University of Arkansas System Division of
Agriculture deals with the agricultural community too often to be unbiased.

The six-page letter, published online Oct. 26, details sampling of phosphorous and nitrogen from
the Buffalo River, Upper illinois and Upper White River watersheds. The sampling shows that
concentrations in Big Creek upstream and downstream of C&H are “typical of streams draining
simitar land uses,” the letter states.

"However, this does not preclude the possibility that nutrient concentrations at Big Creek may
increase over time, especially if human development and activity in the drainage areas increase,”
the letter reads later.

Researchers noted that sampling results in three years of study -- from May 2014 through April 2017
-- did not appear to show that nitrogen and phosphorus had increased in three years in Big Creek.
But they said data collection over 10 years would be needed to "reliably quantify water-quality
trends and characterize sources,” based on previous research.
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Nuclear plant strives to replace
retiring workforce

By Jessica Priest

Nov. 26, 2017 at 9:06 p.m.

A South Texas Project Nuclear Operating Company employee walks to the plant entrance. angeta piazza for The Victoria

Advocate

WADSWORTH - Years ago, a Palacios High School student told a packed auditorium about
how science, technology, engineering and math piqued her interest.

Then-Gov. Rick Perry was in the audience to present the school with a check to

encourage other students’ interest in the subjects.

Today, Perry is the U.S. Secretary of Energy and that student, Elizabeth Castanon, is a
mechanical design engineer at South Texas Project (STP) Nuclear Operating Company, a
few miles from her childhood home.

STP's yearslong effort to draw a diverse workforce from Matagorda County is being put to

the test now that nearly half its workforce can retire.

"We knew this moment was coming,” said Clarence Fenner, STP's supervisor of talent
acquisition and planning. "We're on pace to hire 155 this year, and we believe we're going
to breach 200 the next.”




It's not easy to convince someone to move to a rural community, where nuclear planéts
are traditionally built. Realizing this, STP began artnﬁng with scg)ols i ZOOH;O grcé)w

its own workforce.

it grew Castanon.

She was the president of Powerset, which stands for Powerful Opportunities for Women
Eager and Ready for Science, Engineering and Technology.

It was created to address the retirements and is now in 11 schools, Palacios High School

Principal Stephanie Garcia said.

In Powerset, women in the nuclear industry mentor female students with a 3.5 grade
point average who have scored highly on either their biology or algebra | end-of-course-

exams.

"With the ratio of males to females in STEM being lopsided, the next logical step would be
to seek what seems to be untapped resources - female students - to fill the gap,” Garcia

said.

Only 26 percent of STP's workforce is women, but Fenner said more of these women are

in jobs traditionally filled by men.

"There's never enough,” Castanon said. "Women bring a different perspective. When you
have people who all come from the same background, the same school and the same

thinking, then you make the same mistakes."

STP is the largest employer in Matagorda County. One reactor began operating in 1988,
while the other began operating in 1989.
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it was a big deal to get a job at STP then, and it still is.

Fenner said an entry-level position pays $45 an hour, or $93,600 a year before taxes. In contrast, the median household income
in Matagorda County in 2015 was $40,797, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

Martin Cortez and his 25-year-old daughter, Courtney, are a picture of this.

When Cortez graduated high school in Bay City in 1977, his parents couldn't afford to send him to college, so he worked for a

local electrician, who taught him the trade.

With STP constructing the reactors then, electricians were needed to wire new homes.

When that work dried up, Cortez was an electrical contractor for plants in the area while starting his family. That work was, at

times, unreliable, though.

He still remembers walking into a motel's conference room in 1984 and applying with 200 other men to be an electrician at STP.

"I've always thought | was so blessed. There were only six that they were going to hire then," he said.

Today, Cortez is the electrical maintenance manager at STP.

He could have retired three years ago, but he hasn't.

He sent all three of his children to college.

Both Castanon and the younger Cortez are alumni of the Texas A&GM University system, which hosts the Nuclear Power Institute.

Like Powerset, STP helped create the Nuclear Power Institute in 2007 to address the retirements.




Most recently, STP gave its next generation of workers the job stability its first generation enjoyed by securing a license

= tensicn th-ough 1043 B <
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NeVETtHEEss, nuciear plants generate less than a quarter ot the countrys electncity, according to the UL, Energy Information

Administration.

Texas Net Electricity Generation By Source, July 2017 by Victoria Advocate on Scribd

Texas Net Electricity Generation by Source, Jul, 2017
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The only other nuclear plant in Texas is in Glen Rose, which is about 70 miles north of Waco.

Tom "Smitty” Smith, the former director of Public Citizen's Texas office, said while women should take their rightful place in

what has generally been a heavily male-dominated industry, he doubted STP would continue to be economical.

Last year, the federal government gave STP permission to construct two additional reactors, but that project's been mothballed

because of low natural gas prices.

This raises the question - should young people be encouraged to enter this industry?

John Keeley, a spokesman for Nuclear Energy Institute, thinks so.

Nuclear plants generate energy more reliably than the wind or the sun and do so without polluting the air.

“The hurricanes that we saw ... were a powerful reminder that Mother Nature has a say in this and what you're seeing from the
Trump Administration now is a fresh consideration of resiliency and reliability,” Keeley said.

For both Castanon and Cortez, STP has been such a big part of their lives that they haven't considered how other sources of

electricity may be undercutting it.

If Castanon hadn’t been accepted for an internship at STP when she applied for a second time at her father's urging, she would

have completed her doctorate degree in nuclear engineering.

"And if | had finished doing that, | would be doing research, probably in another state, but | had always wanted to move back

here,” she said.

She recently updated a calculation that shows how many new items can be placed in containment before there's a
pressurization problem. Even though she's worked at STP for more than a year, a mentor oversees and signs off on her work.




"My mentor has been Wes, and he's retiring in January, so | have him for that long, but some people have had mentors for fé've or

e M lastenon said -
==f) years." Zailennn sai E ! g

Just berore Hurricane Harvéy, when about LoU employees Kepl 51TF operating, Lortez switched departments.

Not only is the department closer to her dad ("A lot of people recognize my last name and immediately expect a lot out of me,

which | appreciate”), it's closer to the reactor where she can see her work in action.

"I think it is - | won't use the word scary - but it will be challenging, and | feel like there's a lot of pressure on the new people

to learn everything they possibly can before that entire generation retires. So, that's basically what I'm working on right now,

just bothering my mentors constantly,” she said.

Other clips:

Nuclear Clip 1 by Victoria Advocate on Scribd

s
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Nuclear Clip 2 by Victoria Advocate on Scribd
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EPA accepts new Arroyo watershed
management plan
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By RICKKELLEY

HARLINGEN — A new and improved plan to protect the
Arroyo Colorado watershed has won the approval of the
Environmental Protection Agency.

The green-lighting by the EPAmeans the new study
replaces one adopted in 2007 and will provide a
framework for cleaning up the heavily polluted
waterway, which also serves as a key flood-control
feature for the Rio Grande\alley.

The update met the agency’s national guidelines for

watershed-based plans, and outlines a strategy to

improve the Arroyo’s two segments impaired by

bacteria and low dissolved oxygen rates, Jaime Flores,

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service program . .
coordinator in Weslaco, said in a statement. This Week's Circulars

“The Arroyo Colorado Watershed Parinership has . g ;o
been working with local stakeholders and project partners for the last five years to conduct baseline monitoring, . g{?&@ﬁ%ﬁ
model best management practices and management measures, and complete the updated plan,” Flores said.

The Arroyo Colorado runs for 90 miles from Mission to the Laguna Madre near ArroyoCity. The river is split into
the upper, freshwater section, and the final 26 miles known as the tidal section due to saltwater intrusion from
the Laguna Madre.

The tidal section of the Arroyo was initially listed as being among impaired water bodies in Texas due to low Hover for Ciroutar e for Chrosdar
dissolved oxygen levels in 1978. In addition, both the upper and lower Arroyo contain high levels of bacteria that

exceed the state’s human contact recreation standard.

“While great progress has been made in both urban and agricultural areas to reduce pollutant ioads, we have
not reached our goal of removing the Arroyo Colorado from the list of impaired water bodies,” Flores said. “This
updated plan will guide us in that effort.”

Scoping out the problems

e et

for Clroulay Heoweay for Civoaslar
The new 157-page document reveals complexities in the Arroyo Colorado that belie its mere 90-mile length. The ’ *

plan factors in soil types in the Valley, source points of poliution both natural and man-made, agricultural runoff
problems and the impact of both colonias and urbanization in one of the nation’s fastest-growing regions.

Pollution problems in the Arroyo watershed include low dissolved oxygen levels, agricultural and lawn runoff and
fecal material from both animals and humans, the latter primarily arriving via septic systems, the document

says.

hitp:/Awwv brownsvilleherald.com/news/valley/epa-accepts-new-arroyo-watershed-manag ement-plan/article_161da8b8-d327-11e7-aead-dbS02bd0461 . htmi 15
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Nitrogen and phosphorus pollution of the Arroyo is primarily the result of agricultural and lawn runoff, with higher
concentrations of phosphorus in the Mid and Upper Valley, and nitrogen spread throughout the watershed.

E. coli bacteria loads are lower in the Mid and Upper Valley and increase in density the closer one gets to the
Laguna Madre.

Justless than 50 percent of E. coli pollution monitored at sampling stations along the Arroyo is attributable to
non-avian wildlife like white-tailed deer, nilgai and javelina, the study says.

The study discounts any pollution impact from feral hogs, which in Texas number somewhere between two and
three million.

“Fortunately, feral hogs have not yet become a major issue in the Arroyo as they have in many other watersheds
in Texas,” the report states.

The report also downplays the impact of javelina along the length of the Arroyo, saying an estimated 100,000
javelina occupy 62 million acres of Texas rangelands and, extrapolating from these figures, the Arroyo holds “an
estimated 127 javelina in the watershed.”

Avian contributions to poliutants in the Arroyo are a very significant poliution factor. Some 250 bird species
frequent riparian areas along the river, with 70 percent of those being migratory species.

As faras E. coliis concerned, these birds contribute an estimated 18.2 percent of the total bacterial pollution
found in samples of Arroyo waters.

Septic systems at 11.2 percent and cattle at 11.1 percent are the other big polluters when it comes to E. coli
bacteria in the Arroyo watershed, the study says.

But the study’s authors say human fecal pollution is the primary risk factor for people.

“Despite significant E. coli coniributions from wildlife, human fecal pollution still poses the greatest human
health risk,” the study says, adding that human fecal material may well be under-reported in the sampling.

Into the future

Jude Benavides, chair of the Arroyo Colorado Watershed Partnership and Steering Committee, said the plan
outlines the next phase of efforts to improve water quality in the Arroyo.

“This update to the plan represents the quintessential marathon effort,” said Benavides, an associate professor
at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valiey, Brownsville. "It is not the work of any one single individual. Itis
instead a direct outcome of the long-term commitment, continuous support and goal-oriented work of numerous
individuals and organizations.

“We all look forward to helping put this plan into action in order to preserve and best manage the Arroyo
Colorado for our current and future stakeholders,” he added.

John Tracy, Texas Water Resources Institute director in College Station, said those involved in the plan’s
development were pleased with the EPA's acceptance.

“Much work has gone into compiling the plan, and | believe it sets forth an effective approach to restoring the
water quality in the Arroyo Colorado,” Tracy said.

Goals outlined

Among the ways to achieve a healthy watershed, the plan proposes to:

>> Encourage voluntary BMP (best management practice) adoption on an additional 35,000 acres of cropland
(i.e. 75 percent of cropland under a conservation plan), 10,000 acres of pastureland and 7,500 acres of
rangeland.

>> improve the quality of freated effluent from WWTFs (wastewater treatment facilities), reduce sanitary sewer
overflows (SSOs) and where possible, encourage voluntary implementation of enhanced biological treatment
projects to remove nutrients from WWTF effluent.

>> Increase wastewater and stormwater infrastructure development for rural and unincorporated low-income
communities (i.e., colonias).

>> Repair/replace 300 failing OSSFs (onsite sewage facilities) and provide colonia residents and homeowners
with OSSFs information on how to properly inspect, maintain and service their septic systems.

>> Pursue installation of three aeration structures (i.e. waterfalls) in the non-tidal segment.

EPA accepts new Arroyo watershed management plan - Brownsville Herald: Valley
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CASA GRANDE APARTMENTS ASK FOR
>> Pursue installation and operation of three to five aerators in the zone of DO (dissolved oxygen) impairment. OUR MOVE IN SPECIAL!

$650

>> Encourage adoption of landscaping, Gl (green infrastructure), LID (low impact development) and urban .
Updated: Yesterday

forestry ordinances on new development and retrofitting of existing development.

Move In Specials Looking for the right
>> Reduce lawn fertilizer use by homeowners by 10 percent through educational and outreach (E&O). place, for the

Updated: 5:01 am
>> Reduce pet waste loading by 10 percent.

>> |Introduce and encourage alternative urban development designs and adding LID and drainage policies to
LID code that help protect and restore water quality.

The watershed plan is currently available for download at hitp /farmyecolnradn.org/

Development of the updated plan was funded through a Clean Water Act grant fo the Texas Water Resources
Institute, administered by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality from the EPA.

The institute is part of Texas A&M Agrilife Research, AgriLife Extension and the College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences at TexasA&MUniversity.
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Opponents of methane delay gather as lawmakers,
industry reps disagree on Four Corners methane
emissions

Megan Petersen, Daily Times  Published 4:56 p.m. MT Now. 26, 2017

Environmental Defense Fund releases report on cost effects of methane problem, which NM Qil and Gas
Associated says has significantly declined since 2011

\\\\\\\& FARMINGTON — Discussions over a contentious rule regarding methane emissions flared up again over the

past weeks as the Bureau of Land Management ended a public comment period on an 18-month delay of a
rule meant to curb emissions from venting, flaring and leaks.

As the public comment period wrapped, industry representatives and lawmakers released different — and at

times opposing — views and evidence about the status of methane emissions in the Four Corners region.

(Photo: Jon Austria/The Daily

Times) The New Mexico Oil and Gas Association reports that the Four Corners region has seen a 47 percent decline

in methane emissions since 2011, citing data from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Greenhouse
Gas Reporting Program (hitps://www.epa.gov/ghgreporting). The data shows methane emissions, which

clocked in at 8.6 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent in 2011, have declined to 4.6 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent in 2016,
according to a Nov. 2 press release from NMOGA.

“(The oil and gas) industry is proactively taking steps to reduce (methane emissions), and we're proactively reducing venting and flaring, according to
data provided by the state,” NMOGA Director of Communications Robert McEntyre said on Nov. 9.

However, Jon Goldstein of the Environmental Defense Fund (https://www.edf.org/), a bipartisan environmental nonprofit organization, said that the EPA

data can only fake into account large producers — sources that produce more than 25,000 tons per year — and the data collection model is not able
to measure the effect of methane leakage.

Goldstein also said the data is skewed by a mega-producer that has made significant changes to its practices over the past few years.

“The lion’s share of the emissions reduction that’s being shown in that (EPA) inventory data comes from the improved practices of one producer
— Conoco Philips went to some better and more modern practices in the San Juan Basin in terms of liquid unloading and pneumatic controllers,”
Goldstein said in a news conference call on Nov. 9.

Goldstein, along with Sen. Tom Udall, were quick to point out that some oil and gas producers in the Four
Corners region and across the state are taking proactive steps towards reducing methane waste, but Udall said
a hard line must be drawn to hold producers to a consistent standard.

“| think there is no doubt that there are very good, creative, strong companies that want to do the right thing,”
Udall said during the Nov. 9 call. “They get out there and fry to prevent leaks and do the kinds of things that we
would expect flowing from seeing a report like (a report released by the EDF on Nov. 9), but the problem is if
you don't have a good, solid, commonsense regulation, others are going to do just the opposite or do nothing.
Really what you're doing with this rule is setting up a floor and then encouraging people in the industry o do a
lot better.”

Aflaring stack is pictured near The EDF released a report detailing the cost effects of the methane waste problem, as well as emission
Riverview Golf Course on sources and natural gas production rates by federal, private, state and tribal land. The report states the value
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2017 in
Kirtland. (Photo: Jon Austria/The
Daily Times)

of wasted natural gas adds up to $182 million dollars using current prices, but increases to $244 million using a



reference price standard. Goldstein said taxes on the wasted gas could add up to $27 million — a price tag that
could make a difference to the state’s financial slump, mainly benefitting public schools.

Critics from the industry have cited the high cost of implementing regulation to producers in their opposition to the rule and support of a delay, but Udall
said that cost concern is “just a talking point ... (that) doesn't hold up.”

“l don’t think there’s any doubt that if you put in place these prevention techniques, an additional industry grows — a mitigation industry — and you
have jobs increase there, too,” Udall said. “This can all be done, and it can be done in a simple way, and that was the conclusion of federal agencies
that studied this for quite a period of time and came up with a really common-sense regulation (in the BLM methane waste prevention rule).”

However, McEntyre said supporters of the rule are out of touch with the industry.

“Jon Goldstein and Sen. Udall don't necessarily operate in the oil and gas industry, and from our vantage point, it doesn't appear like they're talking to
very many operators about the problem they're facing,” McEntyre said after the conference call on Nov. 9. “... (New Mexico citizens) should understand
what the objective of some of these groups are. They have the objective to totally put industry out of business; we have the objective of creating
energy while protecting the environment, and | think those numbers from the EPA— as uncomfortable as it may be for Jon Goldstein — underscore
that and highlight that commitment.”

Grassroots movements have been active in the conversation, too.
Buy Photo

—

S

Aztec City Commissioner Katee McClure, center, acting as a private citizen, talks with Bureau of Land Management, Farmington field manager Richard Fields,
Monday, Nov. 6, 2017 at the Bureau of Land Management Farmington Field Office. (Photo: Jon Austria/The Daily Times)

The public comment period for the delay closed on Nov. 6, a day that saw half a dozen people at the BLM Farmington field office

(/story/news/2017/11/07 local-citizens-voice-support-methane-rule-citing-environmental-financial-benefits/836670001/) to oppose the delay and

support full implementation of the Obama Administration-era rule. More than 100 people gathered in Durango on Nov. 6 in opposition of the delay in a
rally organized by Conservation Colorado (hitps://conservationco.org/), the San Juan Citizens Alliance (http://www.sanjuancitizens.org/) and Indivisible
Durango (http://www.indivisibledurango.co/), according toc a press release.

Several groups, including collectives of national and regional leaders, have stood against the delay, sending four different letters signed by more than
250 elected officials, religious leaders, environmental organization leaders and stakeholders from across the western U.S., according to information
provided by the Smoot Tewes Group, a political and public relations consultant company associated with the grassroots movement.

Abicameral group of 81 lawmakers (https./vwwiomudall. senate.gov/inews/press-releases/senate-and-house-democrats-oppose-delay-of-bim-waste-

prevention-rule-urge-zinke-to-save-taxpayer-money-and-protect-public-health), led in part by Udall, have urged Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “not to

suspend or unlawfully delay implementation” of the methane rule.

Feedback from the public comment period was sent on to state and federal BLM officials, who will decide whether to continue implementing the rule or
to go forward with the delay.



Megan Petersen covers business and education for The Daily Times. Reach her at 505-564-4621 or mpetersen@daily-times.com.

Read or Share this story: http:/mmw.daily-times.com/story/money/industries/oil-gas/2017/11/26/opponents-methane-delay-gather-lawmakers-industry-
reps-disagree-four-corners-methane-emissions/867616001/
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Throughout Kathleen Hartnett White's six-year tenure at the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality and in subsequent years thereafter, she has demonstrated
thoughtful and effective regulatory insights and practice.

Kathleen has been nominated by President Trump to chair the White House Council
on Environmental Quality, and she is being questioned and challenged - not for her
record, and not for her qualifications, but because she has refused to define
environmental quality and economic development as mutually exclusive.

The Dallas Morning News recently stated in an editorial: “White consistently sided with
business interests at the expense of public health as chair of the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality.”

The Morning News should know better, because in Texas, it's clear that “business
interests” — which are directly related to jobs and productivity — are not synonymous
with, nor have they been responsible for, a negative impact on public health.

Kathleen led TCEQ during an extraordinary period of growth in the Texas population.
And yet, the state realized impressive declines in the levels of pollution during that
time. For example, from 2000 to 2006, Houston grew by approximately 1 million people,
a 25 percent increase, and yet saw eight-hour ozone design values plunge 26 percent.

hitp:/Avwvwashing tonexaminer.comvhow-one-trump-nominee-combined-environmental-q uality-and-economic-development/article/2641444 1/4
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In 2004, during her tenure, Texas ranked sixth in the nation for lowest NOx emissions,
and the leader in efficiency and lowest criteria pollutant emitter of all states that used
coal.

Texas' annual point source NOx emissions dropped about 45 percent the year before
she took leadership to the year she left that post, which translates to a reduction from
800,000 tons per year to 420,000 tons per year.

Texas is in the top four states in the nation for low NOx emissions per capita from fossil-
fuel fired power plants, and has the sixth-lowest SO2 per capita emissions, even though
Texas leads the U.S. in energy produced from crude oil, natural gas, and electricity.

Clearly, environmental protection and economic growth can go hand-in-hand through
effective leadership. Results are achieved through smart and thoughtful regulation
that strives for real energy sustainability. Accessible, reliable, affordable, and

environmentally-responsible energy for citizens and industry: That's the leadership that
TCEQ exercised under Kathleen’'s purview.

Listening to her critics, one might think she opposes all regulation. That's simply
untrue, as her record shows. The fact is, she has always supported and insisted on smart
regulation.

That was the goal of TCEQ under her watch. And with a staff of 3,000 personnel, an
annual budget of more than $600 million, 16 regional offices regulating 315,000
entities, the TCEQ is the second-largest environmental regulatory agency in the world,
after the Environmental Protection Agency.

She has also served on the Texas Water Development Board, the Texas Economic
Development Commission, and the Environmental Flows Study Commission. She
recently completed her term as an officer and director of the Lower Colorado River
Authority.

White now sits on the editorial board of the Journal of Regulatory Science.

Qualifications, leadership, and insight are why we need her in the White House, leading
the president’s Council on Environmental Quality. The Senate should act quickly to
confirm her to that post.

Charles D. McConnell served as Assistant Secretary of Energy at the U.S. Department
of Energy from 2011 - 2013.

If you would like to write an op-ed for the Washington Examiner, please read our
guidelines on submissions here.,
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Pharr to boast new water storage
tank
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By BEREMNCE GARCIA | Stafiw

PHARR — The City of Pharr is making
accommodations to grow with the addition of a water
storage tank.

The Eldora Elevated Storage Water Tank, currently
under construction, will allow the city to add more water
meter connections and have more water available as
needed.

The elevated tank will have a capacity of one million
gallons and is part of the city's efforis to increase the
water capacity to accommodate 10,000 additional
MON connections and to comply with standards set by the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.

] This Week's Circulars
“TCEQ requires us to have 100 gallons of overhead

storage per connection,” said Jose \Villescas, the city's utility director. “WWe have about 20,000 connections, which
means we should have 200,000 gallons of elevated storage.”

The city currently has 2.25 million gallons of elevated storage, according to a news release issued Thursday.

The project was funded by $2.7 million of a grantand loan from the Texas Water Development Board’s Drinking
Water State Revolving Fund, Villescas said, adding that it is about 50 percent complete and likely to take another
four months to finish.

“This is reserve capacity that is up in the air,” he said. “What that does, it augments our capacity in the system so
we have one more million gallons of water that is already treated and ready to be used. Whether it be for
domestic use or fire protection, it's already available.”
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Meeting Seeks Public Comment On Draft Restoration
Plan For Environmental Damage Al Chevron/Quesia Site

Search the Daily Post §

ONRT News:

ALBUQUERQUE — Biate and federal trustees will host a public
meeting 5:30-7 p.mn. Wednesday, Nov 28, at the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Fost 78588, 2587 State Highway 522 in Quesia, to
discuss the recently finalized Draft Restoration Plan and Environmental Assessment (‘Draft RR/EA™ for
the Chawen Mining Inc, Questa Mine ("Site™).

The Draft RP/EA was finalized recently by the New Mexico Office of Natural Resources Trustes (ONRT),
the United Siatas Depariment of Agriculture (rapresaented by the Forast Sendea), and the United Stales >
Department of the Inferior {represented by the Fish and Wildlife Sendce and Bureau of Land wﬁ&kﬁggﬁ

e
Management), (collectively, the “Trustess™. Qﬁﬁkﬁy“ %cBT

The Site is located in Northern New Mexice approximately five miles sast of the town of Questa, adjacent L% 5 A E. A M@S
to the Red River. The Sile also includes mine talling ponds located approximataely nine miles west of tha i ‘

R . . N — . . . P06 ALAMOR DOUMNTY JOERS
mine. The Site is the location of a large groundwater contaminalion plurne that will require trealment in
perpetuity to mitigate human health risks. That treatment will be conducted under the oversight of the
.3, Environmental Profection Agency to accomplish remediation.

Separately, restoration will be accomplished through the Draft RF/EA which describes how the Trustees
for the Quasta Mins Site Natural Rasource Damage Assessmant will use natural resource damages
sattlement funds for the restoration, rehabilitation, replacement, or acquisition of equbvalent natural
resources and sendces that were injured by the release of hazardous substances from the Site. The
Trustaas’ owerall rastoration objecihe is to compensale the public Tor these injunies through the
implementation of restoration projects that provide comparable sendces in or near the Site. In order o
meet this objective, the Trusiees must identify, screen, and evaluate restoration alternathbes .o,
restoration projects}.

The Trustees held a public informational meeting in Tacs on Aprtl 27, 2018, followed by an open houss on
April 28, 2014, seeking praposals. They then carefully evaluated the proposals thal were submitiad by
the deadline of August 1, 2018, The Trustaes have completed the evaluation of groundwater and aquatic
resources resioration projects submitted and have decumented descriptions of the projects and the
results of the enaluation in the Draft RP/EA. The Trustees are now seeking public comment on the Draft

hitp:/Awwv ladailypost.conveontent/meeting - seeks- public-comment-draft-restoration- plan-environmental-damage- chewong uesta-site 177
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RPIEA. Funding for the restoralion projects derhes from a 54,000,000 settlement for natural resource
damages reached between the Trustess and the Responsible Party, Chewon Mining, Ino.

More information regarding the Site and a copy of the Draft RP/EA is awilable on the intemnet

at hbtps:/ foncbeny nmigov/chev ron-molycorp-mine/ or may be requestad from the NM Office of
Natural Resources Trusiee, 121 Tjeras Ave. NE, Ste. 1000, Albuquergus, NM 87102, {505).222.0540.
Copies may also be viewed at the following public libraries: Questa Public Library, 8 % Municipal Park
Road, Guesta, New Mexice 87556 and Taos Public Library, 402 Camino De La Placiias, Taos, New
Mexico 87571,

The public iz also indted 1o send wiitten commants on the contents of the Dralt RF/EA. Tha public
comment period is open for 30 days, starting Nov 17, 2017 and ending Dec. 13, 2017, Comments must
be submitted in writing to the New Maxico Ecological Sendces Fleld Office, United States Fish and
Wildlife Sendoe, 2105 Osuna Rd NE, Albuquaerqus, New Maxico 87113 by Dacember 18, 2017 at

4 pam. Mountain Standard Time, Wrilten comments may also be sent by fax o) (50513462542,
Comments may also be submitted via e-mail to! nmestod@fvs, gov with *"Questa Mine Site RP/EA” inthe
subject line. f submitling requasts electronically, plaase include name and mailing address.

After the Trustees consider public comments the Trustees will select a restoration alternathe and finalize
the RP/EA. A summary of public commants and the Trustaes’ responses 1o thosse comments will ba
included in the final RF/EA.
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New websites help fight 2 environmental problems

New websites help fight 2 environmental
problems

By Keith Magill Executive Editor
Posted Nov 26, 2017 at 7:12 PM
Updated Nov 26,2017 at 7:12 PM

LSU researchers have launched websites to help track, study and control two
environmental problems affecting Terrebonne, Lafourche and much of

Louisiana.

Both are caused by invasive organisms:

e Giant salvinia, a fast-growing south American water weed once
imported for use in ponds and aquariums, has for years clogged area
waterways, interfering with boat traffic. The thick mats prevent
sunlight from penetrating the water, affecting native vegetation, fish

and waterfowl.

® Roseau cane scale, an east Asian mealybug, eats and destroys the tall
stalks that scientists say help trap sediment that builds marshes and holds
them together. Scientists say losing the cane could hamper the marshes’
ability to protect inland communities from Gulf of Mexico tides and
storm surges. The bug was found in Plaquemines last year and has since
spread to 13 parishes, including Terrebonne and Lafourche, where it

was found in June.

Researchers have fought salvinia with a weevil that eats the plants, raising
some of the bugs at sites in Terrebonne and Lafourche. The problem weed
showed up in Terrebonne and a handful of other spots around the state in

2000 and has since spread to almost every parish.
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LSU AgCenter officials say a new website,

, will help educate residents about the

problem and ways to help fight it.

“The purpose of the website is to have a central hub for information,”

AgCenter entomologist Rodrigo Diaz said in a news release.

Images and maps show how the aquatic plant has spread across Louisiana
waterways. The site offers tips for identifying the weed and for finding and

introducing the weevils that control it.

“Managing giant salvinia with biological control requires monitoring the
population of weevils and salvinia conditions,” Diaz said. “We hope this
website will be useful not only for plant managers but also people who enjoy

wetlands.”

So far, the state has had had no luck finding something that will prevent and
kill off the scale insect that is killing roseau cane in coastal marshes. In

September, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Department issued these

e Donot transport roseau cane.

® Do not tie up boats to roseau cane.

® Make sure you remove any roseau cane debris from boats prior to

leaving boat launches and marinas.

® Wash with soapy water and drain boats at or near marinas to kill any

scales.

“It is important for our stakeholders not only to learn how to prevent the
movement of infested roseau cane but also how to recognize roseau cane, the

exotic scale and die-oft symptoms,” Diaz said.

That’s one goal of the second website,
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The site includes the voluntary control guidelines and instructions on how to

report sightings of the scale insect to help researchers monitor its range.

It also includes a management plan for along-range study of the problem.

Officials are trying to secure state and federal money for the project.

“The website provides up-to-date information on the distribution of the scale
in coastal Louisiana and descriptions of the work being done to understand
the scale and its impact on the marsh,” said Ian Knight, a postdoctoral associate
at the LSU AgCenter. “We hope to provide updates and additional

information as our research progresses.”

- Executive Editor Keith Magill can be reached at 857-2201 or

. Follow him on Twitter

SIGN UP FOR DAILY E-MAIL

Wake up to the day’s top news, delivered to your inbox
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Owasso resident, organization win KOB environmental excellence awards

From Staff Reports 22 hrs ago

(L-R) Chris Coager, Jerry Fowler, Lori Lane, Patricia Hardy, Only Russell, and Jeff Cannon, members of Owasso Strong Neighborhood Initiative. Buy Now ;

Courtesy photo

Owasso resident Patricia Hardy and the Owasso Strong Neighborhood Initiative (OSNI) have been recognized by Keep Oklahoma
Beautiful (KOB) for their outstanding efforts in beautifying the community.

On Saturday, Nov. 18, KOB hosted its 27th annual Environmental Excellence Celebration, which celebrates the work of governments,

businesses, organizations and individuals doing their part to keep Oklahoma beautiful.

Hardy was named an Affiliate Champion, an award presented to champion volunteers with KOB Affiliate organizations. In 2010, she
registered her cul-de-sac as a Neighborhood Network with OSNI as one of the first neighborhoods. Over the last seven years, Hardy has
been a leader for neighborhood cleanups and general beautification projects around their park and pond. She also worked with other

neighborhood leaders and OSNI and Owasso Police to establish an Alert Neighborhood Program for their neighborhood.
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“It is an honor to have been a member since the very inception of the OSNI Owasso CARES,” Hardy said. “This group is comprised of
volunteers who give of themselves to improve this wonderful city that we live in. We are a positive voice and only seek to make a difference

in our neighborhoods.”

Owasso Neighborhood Coordinator Jerry Fowler added, “It is a wonderful honor for one of our own to be recognized on a state level when
there is so many people across Oklahoma making a difference in their commumities. Patricia has been one of our biggest advocates of

OSNI and Owasso CARES since their beginning.”

OSNI was also recognized for its efforts, being named the winner in the Government, Service Population <40,000 category. This marks the

fifth year of the last six that the organization has been chosen as a winner in at least one category.

OSNI has developed volunteer programs such as Owasso CARES and Keep Owasso Clean, neighborhood leadership conferences and
workshops, and neighborhood grants to encourage citizens to take an active role in their community for the purpose of sustainability and to
prevent neighborhoods from deteriorating. It serves nearly 35,000 people in Owasso’s population and works to beautify its more than 16

square miles of city land.

“It is a tribute to our City team, Owasso CARES leaders and all of our volunteers for their dedication and support of this initiative and the
impact it is having in our community,” Fowler said. “We don't do what we do in Owasso for the awards; however, it feels like this year’s

award solidifies the vision and dedication of our leadership team and the love for our community.”

Keep Oklahoma Beautiful is a statewide nonprofit with a mission to empower Oklahoma citizens to preserve and enhance the state’s
natural beauty and ensure a healthy, sustainable environment. For more information about KOB, a complete list of award winning

programs and how you can participate, visit: keepoklahomabeautiful.com.
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Scott Pruitt on a mission to change the
culture of the EPA

Pruitt on a mission to change the EPA's culture

WASHINGTON — EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt isn’t just dismantling the Clean Power Plan and
other high-profile environmental programs of the Obama era. He’s on a mission to re-engineer the
agency’s culture by returning power to states and away from the Washington bureaucrats and coastal
elites he said have led it astray.

The EPA, for example, is doing away with the “sue-and-settle” approach that Pruitt said improperly
allowed the Obama administration to circumvent laws by rewriting regulations behind closed doors
with friendly environmental groups who filed lawsuits.

The agency also has rewritten membership rules for the agency’s advisory boards, so that both
industry advocates and academics from Midwestern and Mountain states — which Pruitt said were
under-represented — have greater influence when counseling agency leaders on new rules.

And he’s adopted a “red team/blue team” model designed to challenge climate change assumptions
that global warming is occurring and humans are the primary cause — a view endorsed both by the
vast majority of scientists and by a massive federal report the White House issued earlier this month.
Pruitt, who challenged the Clean Power Plan as Oklahoma attorney general, said he’s plowing ahead
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with the rollback of the rule designed to curb carbon emissions from coal-fired power plants despite
the report’s conclusions.

And he said the red team/blue team approach that promotes “curious inquiry and continued analysis”
is integral to the rigorous self-analysis he believes the EPA has been lacking in recent years.

“I'm an attorney. I believe in bringing people together in an open process to encourage peer review,
that's what science is,” Pruitt said during a recent interview in his office. “We shouldn’t run from that
... That’s something we ought to embrace as a culture and I think as an agency.”

Red Team/Blue Team

Of all Pruitt’s moves to reshape an agency whose authority he frequently challenged in court, the red
team/blue team strategy has raised some of the loudest alarm bells among his many critics who
consider it an attack on settled science.

The exercise was designed at the height of the Cold War to assess Soviet reactions to various
scenarios. And that’s where it belongs — not to relitigate the proven facts of climate science, said
former New Jersey GOP Gov. Christine Todd Whitman, who served as EPA administrator under George
W. Bush.

“That Mr. Pruitt seeks to use the power of the EPA to elevate those who have already lost the
argument is shameful, and the only outcome will be that the public will know less about the science

not to run the EPA’

Ken Cuccinelli, a Pruitt ally and former Republican attorney general from Virginia, said the FPA
administrator rightly believes the agency needs to return to its roots and abandon quixotic pursuits
Obama conducted on global warming embodied by the Clean Power Plan and the decision to sign on
to the international treaty known as the Paris Accord.

sra Ken Coccineilis

&

“The previous administration weaponized this agency,” Cuccinelli said. “They were assaulting
America through the EPA. Scott believes in clean water and clean air. There’s never been any doubt
about that. But all of the other creative stuff is the kind of stuff that political elites want to spend
their time on and if it affects Americans all it does is reduce their opportunities.”

hitp:/Avwv ksdk com/article/news/nation-now/scott- pr uitt-on-a-mission-to-chang e-the-culture-of-the-epa/465-65ed27 1b-d6e6-4165-88d0-caceec642d2f?scrol 1= 961 217



1/27/2017 ksdk.com | Scott Pruitt on a mission to change the culture of the EPA

Changing a culture

Pruitt arrived at EPA under a mutual cloud of hostility.

He had sued the agency 14 times on behalf of Oklahoma challenging a variety of regulations and
billing himself as “a leading activist against EPA’s activist agenda.” A month after he took the helm in
February, the budget released by President Trump, an ardent EPA critic, proposed gutting the $8.2
billion agency by nearly a third.

In turn, Pruitt was opposed loudly by hundreds of former EPA employees, and more quietly by some
current ones. They feared he would assist the petrochemical industry he grew close to in Oklahoma

while ignoring the carefully constructed science that served as the foundation of many public health
protections.

Subsequent cuts in pollution enforcement and the departure of hundreds of veteran EPA staffers
through a buyout program have given environmental groups more reason to worry.

Nearly a year into his tenure, Pruitt still feels the resistance from employees who have yet to buy into
his message that the EPA ought to work more with business to find mutually acceptable solutions
when it comes to public health.

“The most challenging thing that we encounter (at EPA) is this thinking, this attitude that we as a
country have to choose between growth and jobs and being good stewards of our environment,” he
recently told an audience at the conservative Federalist Society National Lawyers Convention. “We
can do both. But the past few years, we’ve been told it’s prohibition, it’s put up a fence, it's do not
touch. And frankly [ don’t think that’s consistent with the law. I don’t think that’s consistent with
how we’ve done business as a country.”

His many critics say that’s code for giving the energy industry and other polluters carte blanche to
maximize profit with little regard for environmental damage.

Normally soft-spoken Delaware Sen. Tom Carper, the top Democrat on the Senate Environment and

to the basic protections to keep Americans and our environment safe.”

Alook at EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
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Back to basics

As part of his effort to change the culture at EPA, Pruitt is touting a “back-to-basics “ agenda that
emphasizes partnerships with states and issues he calls central to the agency’s mission when
Congress created it in 1970.

He’s prioritizing cleanup of toxic Superfund sites, lead-tainted drinking water systems, and
abandoned mines.

Those issues, he said, took a back seat the previous eight years as the Obama administration engaged
in regulatory over-reach on climate change and the “Waters of the U.S.” rule that spelled out that
streams, rivers and other bodies can be regulated by the federal government.

More: Pruitt moves to shake up EPA advisory boards, further antagonizing environmental activists

More: Exclusive: EPA's Pruitt vows to continue rolling back rules despite alarming climate report

More: Rollback of Clean Power Plan rule by EPA Administrator Pruitt won't happen overnight

“Our job is to administer statutes,” he said in the interview. “We have to act based on the authority
given to us by Congress. When this agency and other agencies in the past have gone askew is when
they’ve created and filled in the vacuum. That's what they did with the Clean Power Plan ... We're
correcting that.”

Pruitt points to Superfund as an area that previous administrators should have taken more time to
address. He’s visited a lead-contaminated site in East Chicago, Ind., and the Gold King mine in
Colorado (where a mistake by an EPA contractor in 2015 led to a major spill) to emphasize the
program’s importance.

He often talks about the problems at the West Lake Landfill near St. Louis and how the EPA still
hasn’t decided how to proceed 27 years after it was tagged as a Superfund site.

“Not clean it up. Not fix the problem. But just simply decide,” he told the Federalist Society.

More than half of the original 406 sites from 1983 remain on the list. On average, it takes about 19
years for a site to be removed from the list, according to to the Government Accountability Office.

Gina McCarthy, who served as EPA administrator during Obama’s second term, brushed aside the
notion that Superfund was not a priority under her watch. And she said Pruitt’s view of his agency’s
role is so narrow it’s imperiling public health.
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“It is just ridiculous to think that you can ignore the most significant threats to public health today
while chasing Superfund sites that have been around for 20 years,” she said. “You don’t make those
choices. You do both”

She said Pruitt’s plan to address the nation’s most toxic sites will be much tougher if Congress goes
along with Trump’s 2018 budget proposal to slash by $330 million the nearly $1.1 billion Superfund
received this year.

“The challenge has been resources constraints,” she said. “So for an administrator to say he’s going
back to basics and even caring about doing a better job with Superfund while he’s defending a budget
that would dismantle the agency and reduce Superfund, it doesn’t seem like a very consistent message
to me.”

Federalism

Cuccinelli acknowledges that it is an odd pairing to have Pruitt, someone from “fly-over country,”
heading an agency “favored by the cocktail party set.”

But he thinks it will take someone like the Kentucky-born, former Cincinnati Reds baseball prospect
to shake up an agency in need of cultural re-orientation.

"God forbid we have an administrator of the EPA who thinks it’s important to obey the law and Scott
does.” he said.

Pruitt doesn't use the term political elites when he describes his predecessors at the EPA but it's clear
he considers himself someone attuned to the needs of states, especially the red ones that resented
much of the Obama environmental agenda.

Tr'e nne reaenn ha tank the imnrecadented eton Inet manth af harrino erienticte whao receive FPA
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grants from serving on any of the agency's nearly two dozen advisory boards. The move to eliminate
what Pruitt described as "political science” opened up seats for researchers representing industries and
institutions based in the middle of the country whose input he said hasn't always been valued.

the EPA sglence Advisory Board, criticized Pruitt's deuslon.

The advisory board "has always been bastion of truth and independent scientific advice that
withstood changes in political administrations and differences of political opinion,” Johnson. "That
changed (with Pruitt's act).”

Pruitt also speaks of the importance of restoring "federalism” where states have an equal seat at the
table when it comes to implementing clean air and water programs.

McCarthy pushed back on his interpretation.

"Federalism does not mean that the agency doesn't do its work in accordance with Congress. And
Congress, on issues like the Clean Air Act, did not give states the role of primacy,” she said.

Nonetheless, members of Congress who clashed with Obama are clearly delighted that Pruitt is
driving an agenda that many of their constituents back home like.

When Pruitt last month told an audience of coal miners in Hazard, Ky., that "the war on coal is over”
as he announced the administration's plan to repeal the Clean Power Plan, Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., seemed clearly tickled.

"It's great to have an administrator of the EPA," McConnell said as he introduced Pruitt, "who's not
afraid to come to Kentucky.”
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